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"te Conghgnionh as theſe were very able, 
they con _ the Church and Nitioff ad- 


ſome Likin 
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hered to _ woe Ao Dodrine nk "Dif: - and did- alſo fignalize them-. . 
ſelves for inviolable Loyalty amidſt Irons Temptations from a vi&o- 
rious Uſarper, at the Head of a powe! by, fluſhed with unexpe&ted Suc-- 
cefles. = oder we ih ierneſs So Trey, it udquuer : y heavy-Re- 
gratC, us ould ferment and ſpread {6 ſtrong! 
2d. Irs humbly arte to your ons Conſideration, That judicious : A 
godly . Perſons in forreign Places, think ſtrange, and lament, . That this Church 
_ hath not taken the Aﬀair of ProfeilofSimſar into their own Hands, and haye de- 
clined to appoint an wr og to be made in Name of the Church of Scorkand, into 
rrors, #hevisraltle age T9" owned; and. faifpht ; Inſtead of which, theys7 
bliged” the Rove Webſter to-A laboridusand -dificult Purſuit, a5 
it had w_ erſonal-Afﬀair of his, and did ually, oy, and much more 
de oncern tht wh "A Church. Toft this - henry i P Evidencg of Light, I 
ollowing /Particul = yo your OR i when he This Me- 
thod' of proceeding was propoſed in embply, when the Buſineſs of the Pro- 
-- feflor was tabled befate:thtnt: 'T 0 Rank 2Þ Webſter laid 1t at their Feet, 
as an important Concern of the ol Church, aud declared his utter Averſion - 
to interniedle in a perſoual Way ; yet withaldid f nifie his hearty Willingneſs to 
give all the Afiſtance, that Ike be within his Reach, providing the Aſſembly - 
cede A delired. 3d. Neither was this the t. of 
dk INSTS Hoare "and Gaape. .Members of that V 
fembly were of the TD Judgment. 3dly. With all. due' Reſpect to our 'very © 
7 Revrend Afemblies, I repreſent, That perſonal Proſecutions in the ir of Ex- of Ee 
ror, - are manifeſtly, and in the Nattire of the Thing, obnoxio Fd 
ny are moſthurtful'to* thECaiſe; atid favourable” on SE 
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anda@end all -this- white. * And when the Proceſs i is 'brought the Lengrh 

Aſſembly, that great Coart cannot” find Leiſure to examine and copndice =a guode 
it muſt by thom-be referred 2o'forae 'Commitrtee ; and ntuch depends upon the 
Choice 6ffuch a Cominirtee, wHich, ſwaying, in 2 great Part towards the Sife- 
of the-purſed; will embataſsand ezngle the Purſuer fo-much the more.- This 
the Marteriis toſſed from Coriimitt&e to Committee : -He is wife indeed, who 
can telihow long. Fheſe are-no fooliſh and: remote ions ; whoever = 


eth wiſely, mult lay his Account with them. 2h. In'regard fach Purfaits 
&ckoned very provocking, the Purfner' cannot _ 

minations by the purſued, and theſe who take his 

com ayhany yore Pig LETEt: 

Shadow at, with-the "Eagrrneſs, for- pr Soy Dont 

eredir. Abd ot thing ean be fg in'tis 

Table ( which midy really befal ) he'muſt make. he i 
will be aggravated tothe h Pirade. Pr nba knows what-Lics and 
lymnies may be invented, and=tolfed npon, that Qccafion, and all ro blackew the © 
Purſait, while ih /the mean Time the -Favourers vf the purſued are bulied if © 
venting their Legends, -concerning his' Piety, Lexniog and. eminent Vertucs? 
Theſe; with other fach Difficuties, will readily tall r the View of afry, whe | 
deliberarly confiders ſuch a Purtuit ; which beivg matorely- pondered; rogethet;-- 
with- the great Farigue-and” Expences he mitftneeds undergo (and Uſer | 
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refuſeth to take the Load off from his Shoulders, wh6 may adventure to ſlate a 


Proceſs. Behold, here a more cffeual Toleration is granted to Error, than any that 
a State can ina&, eſpecially. if theſe deluding Interprizes be managed with Art, as 
they fail not to be. Error is a chief Project of lying, and murthoring Spirits, 
for oying the Churches of CHRIST ; and they will take Care to chooſe the 


fitteſt Tools. I confeſs, That theReſearches of Error ly open to Difficulties,in what- 
ſoever Method they be Managed; eſpecially after theſe Tares are multiplied, and 


have taken ſtrong and deep Roots,through NegleR of the Watchmen: And the Cure 
of Eating Cankers is ſtill uneaſie. But ſo much the leſsCauſe is there for rolling o- 
ver ſuch a Buſineſs upon the Shoulders-of any one Perſon. ' The harder the Work 
be, the more skilſul Hands, and the greater Number are neceſſarly required ; 
And the forementiened, or the like Difficulties are more eaſily prevented or 
redrefled, under the: Churches Managemevtit, than when ſuch Purſuits ly open 


' to the Miſtakes of weaker Hands: So much tor-the Third Particular, wiz. 
The Inconyeniencies of Perſonal Proſecutions in this Aﬀair, I. ſhall Fgurthly, | 


Adventure a little higher, and make ſome Enquiry into the Divine Inſtitution 
about theſe Matters. I acknowledge, an Undertaking of ſo much Weight may 
readily ſuffer in ſo weak an Hand : Yet o, 6 peor Eilay may give Occaſion to 

thers for ſetting that Buſineſs in ſome full Evidence of Light. Were there any 
Divine Appointment oi Perſonal Proſecutions in the preſent Matter, I ſhould 
ſoon yield the Cauſe, and RN ary no longer on the Scorerof Inconveniencies ; 


But to me the Scriptures of 
The Body. of Sound Interpreters 'do ( ſo far. as I have hitherto underſtood ) 


carry the Lord's Commanc 
if, to the Church. A Man *hat is au f Herttick after . the firſt or ſecond Admoni- 
ties reje&, or, caſt out. Theſe _— are Church Ads, and ſo underſtood. by 
the Cloud of Faithful Igterpeters. They ought to take Care of the LORD's 
Vineyard, and to take the little *® Foxes, which ſpoil the tender Vines, What- 
ever Deficiencies may be in the Point of Delating, And touching Scandals in 
the Converſation of Profeſſing People,theCharge is given primarly to the Church 

2s our Eminent Divines have ſtill underftood it. # any Man ( faith th Apoſtle 

bey not our Word by this Epiſtle 5 Note that Man, &c. Let the Church eſpe- 


cially put a, Mark upon him. And wharit none ſhould Complain ? ( ſuch may 


be the Degeneracy in particular Churches ). muſt Scandals be Tolerated on that 
Pretext 2 Our Aficmblics have intereſted themſclves in Points of Diſorder as to 
h Communion, and have made theſe the | Chuych's Buſineſs, and Proſecu- 


EY ; 5-H in thgir own Name with Vigonr enough.  And.muſt the Poyſtnous 


ne. of Error be no,Concern of -the Charch, and | be ſuffered ..to ipread, 


 _ : ſome Perſon ( and pnder the heaweſt Diſcouragements ) undertake the 


Proſecution. We our ſelves acknowledge, that.a Fama Clamoſa my apicracly 
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ruth ſeem to look a quite contrary Way. 1#.. 


's, both with reſpe& to Error, and other Diſorders. | 
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2 | * found the.” Churches Parſuit ( N Matter, of Scandal : And. is ©) ror _ 
it | ' of no leſs moment? Sure it is\'more infeftions. And ( alfow me t6 thy © 
5 | it ) there” was more than a Fama Clamoſa in Mr. Sia Caſe: *'Br "tho. © 
5, | | Presbyteries Delated him to.the Aſſembly, and inſtruted their Commiſſion's 4 
he to move that the Church ſhould enquire«into the Matter, and yet this may hc © 
= | be made the Churches Buſineſs ! Whar can Impartial Beholders think ! "2dþ, 
d' | The Deſignatiou of Warchmen * which the Spirir of GOD giveth to the 'C 
'© | verſeers of the Church® beareth clearly the Obligation that lyeth upon them 
J- to-make the Aﬀair of Error their Buſineſs. It were a ſorry Inſpe&ion of Watch- 
k men, ſhould they ſuffer a whole City tobe Murthered,' unleſs a Potent Poyſoner 
3 were Proſecuted before them by ſome particular Citizen ? I nced not en arge 2 
a Remark ſo very obvious. 3dly, I Appeal to the firſt Chriſtian and New Teſta- 
t | * ment Afſembly at Jeruſalem, f Here we have a leading Inſtance,” and a clear 
| Rule laid betore us by an Afſembly under the Condu& of Men Divinely Inſpir- 
» | ed, and whe might*truly ſay, It ſeemed good wunto the 5 Holy Ghoſt, and tous. 
" | AnError had ſprung up in the Primitive Virgin Church; Namely Cert4inMer 
4 which came from Judea hed taught the Brethren: Except ye be * C ircumciſed after 
* | the Manner of Moſes ye camir be faveg, What was the Management of "the 
f Apoſtles and Elders in- this Caſe ? Did they Sift, until ſome 6ne or other had the 
L | Courage xo commence a Proceſs? Nay, the Church made the Afair it's own Bu- 
fineſs, and met about the Matter in a Judicative Capacity, as may be ſeen at 
more length in the Hiſtory. Suffer me a little to.run the Parallel ; Certain 
) | Men have atiſen amongſt us, who tench ſtrange, but no leſs, yea, and more 
Dangerous Dottrines : For Inftonce, they call in queſtion Adam's Federal Hiad- 
ſhip, and Aſſert a ſure Conneition . between Moral Seriouſneſs and Saving Grace.” 
The Aver, That the Number of thy Joes is equal to, Tea, ind greater" than 
that of the Damned; And that Infants - Chriſtian and Heathen, dying in 
| their Now Age are Saved, heing Borl in an Eſtate of Favour, from which n6- 
thing can caſt them out ; But a'Rejeftion of the offered Salvation; And that 
this Salvation is exphicitely or implicitely- offered unto. alt, ' both within, and with 
ont the Church, with a great deal more” Rotten and Poyſoniin's Pelagian rw 
' all tending to _exalt corrupt Nature. This is obſerved; Judicatorics k 
Fault with it, ſome of them Attempt to lay it before*the whole Re tative + 
Church, yet they are born down and Diſcouraged. A great Party Confpires. to 
cruf the very firſt Motions, tho* but humbly craving-an Inquiry, Nevetthele 
it comes. betore "our Aſſemblies at kengrh ; And their Condu ich, "as 
| love not to Repem. They* will not make it their Buſmeſs, nor do thei 
to' Meet ex gyofefſo upon that Head: Nay the Reverend Mr. vhoha 

an equal int with others, tho* Honoured to ſtir more in that Matter Nr 
Webfier, 1 ſay, mult be obliged to an uneaſie Purſuit, and-the Aſſembly refak. 
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| Synod,Congemned ſome dangerous Errors ſprung up amongſt chem, and ordered a 
| conic earn by the ſeveral Churches of Tere who,preſuined: to 
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hefown Buſineſs Errorsare ——_— afly broached;unril the Favourers of)them 
beſo Strengthened, that'ſcarce any ſhall dare'to appear againſt Hirs; 
eſpecially when at the ome ecn/5 or thelike TT jand thus mapa 
deſtroys without Conttout, anlſeſs the Church Inter fides; thata 
Proſecution m'fuchCafes is: lo difficult,ir 
=_ few will be fountd,both Yes nm 
| of Emineney; readily 

Faces againſt hen {6 vety\ſtrong;; 
ſaits-in Caſethey'entet updn' becau fo 
that-attend theſe Proceſſes. Moreover, Saloy ina 

Gangrene or a;Houſeſet on Pire. No delay may 
bat-all Hands" onghr to' be'at Work immediately, in theft 
to the Progreſs, "and' ds ro uſe rthe' jeſt; and. 
fot removing th Cauſes" This hard and. imporzane Work, 1 whe —O— ; 
CHRIST have from che Beginn nifg uſnally accounted their vn ir yy et "6hx'1 
It may be conſidered, that ſonteErrots'ented by a Ie wie. ured 
in a Print by him;and \whichrwere muck of a bind withtheſ 
Simſorr :" Theſe Errors, I ſay; were brought'to' a quicker Iſſue, * 
bytery- cr ON ced poſi ow and too | 
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